
                                                           

AIRPORT PICKUP INFORMATION SHEET 
VISION                                                                                                                   
Our larger vision is to see international students return home equipped to be effective witnesses 
among their people or wherever the Lord leads them. A key element of fulfilling this vision is winning a 
hearing for the gospel by serving the physical and social needs of internationals. The sooner the 
international student is served by Christians the better, since the window of time that internationals are
most open is usually during their first year in the USA. Airport pickup provides a vital first point of 
connection. If this step is missed, future contact may be delayed or not made. 

WHEN WILL I BE NEEDED?                                                                                
Although there are opportunities throughout the year, most volunteers are needed during July and 
August. The peak time of arrival is the last week of July through the second week of August. Usually 
we are able to let you know about an opportunity for pickup within 1-2 weeks of the student’s arrival, 
although we occasionally have “last-minute” arrivals. 

PROCEDURE FOR AIRPORT PICKUP                                                                 

Airport pickup provides a vital first point of connection. 

• For Urbana University Students the Dayton Airport is the recommended airport. 

• IFI drivers must have these on file at Urbana University International Department: 

• Photocopy of current Driver's License 

• Photo ID 

• Vehicle Insurance Card

• Urbana University Office of International Studies (OIS) will furnish an Airport Pickup 
Spreadsheet to the IFI Coordinator with this data which will be given to you: 

• Student Name 

• Student email address 

• Airline and Flight Number 

• Estimated Arrival Time (ETA) 

• Destination Airport                                       (instructions continued on next page)



• Airport Pickup Procedure / Timeline 

• Be at the baggage claim area with visible IFI welcome posters / signs with the 
students name to pick up the student. 

• Travel to Urbana University Campus with student. 

• Day time - report to OIS (Office of International Studies) 

Night time -  report to the Campus Safety Office. 

• Fill out card (dispensed by Campus Safety Office). Keys issued. 

• Dorms & room numbers will be found on dispensed card. 

• Drivers assist students with luggage and help them find their rooms. 

 

AN ADDITIONAL NOTE ON FLEXIBILITY...                                                          
Serving people can bring great joy. It can also bring frustrations. Sometimes planes are unexpectedly 
delayed, and the student has misplaced your phone number. Sometimes students miss a connection 
and are not on the plane. Sometimes the student has communicated to his nationality club about his 
arrival, and they also send someone to the airport. One must learn to be accepting of these 
unexpected events. Please do not be discouraged, but know that you have offered yourself in service 
to God. 

WHAT ABOUT SHARING MY FAITH?                                                                  
Volunteers must be willing to serve without feeling the necessity of sharing the gospel during the short 
visit, but realize they are part of a larger ministry taking place to these students of which this is just the
start. It is not expected that you hide being a Christian. It is expected that you not have an agenda that
says that you must share with everyone you pick up at the airport. Being very sensitive to the leading 
of the Holy Spirit is key. Sometimes, the Holy Spirit will use a short expression or even a single word 
or example to leave a deep impression on the student’s heart. If a good conversation takes place, a 
further meeting with the student could be considered (but not expected). 

THANKS!                                                                                                                
Thank you for giving of yourself to serve international students and demonstrate the love of Christ. For
those students who are wondering, as they travel on the plane, “Who will meet me when I arrive?” 
your presence (in Jesus’ name) will be most welcome and appreciated. You will be one of their first 
US American friends. 


